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Strategic Faithfulness « Wisdom

Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived,
whose mother was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a Greek. 2 The
believers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take him
along on the journey...

ACTS 16:1-3A NIV
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Strategic Faithfulness « Wisdom

Paul came to Derbe and then to Lystra, where a disciple named Timothy lived,
whose mother was Jewish and a believer but whose father was a Greek.

2 The believers at Lystra and Iconium spoke well of him. 3 Paul wanted to take
him along on the journey...

ACTS 16:1-3A NIV
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Strategic Faithfulness « Sacrifice

Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him
because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all khnew that his father

was a Greek.

ACTS 16:3 NIV
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Paul wanted to take him along on the journey, so he circumcised him
because of the Jews who lived in that area, for they all knew that his father

was a Greek.

ACTS 16:3 NIV




Though | am free and belong to no one, | have made myself a slave to
everyone, to win as many as possible. *° To the Jews | became like a Jew, to
win the Jews. To those under the law | became like one under the law (though
| myself am not under the law), so as to win those under the law. ' To those
not having the law | became like one not having the law (though | am not free
from God’s law but am under Christ’s law), so as to win those not having the
law. % To the weak | became weak, to win the weak. | have become all things
to all people so that by all possible means | might save some. #° | do all this
for the sake of the gospel, that | may share in its blessings.

1 CORINTHIANS 9:19-23 NIV

Strategic Faithfulness « Sacrifice
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Strategic Faithfulness « Teamwork

As they traveled from town to town, they delivered the decisions reached
by the apostles and elders in Jerusalem for the people to obey. °> So the
churches were strengthened in the faith and grew daily in numbers.

ACTS 16:4-5 NIV




Strategic Faithfulness « Teamwork

Have confidence In vour leaders and submit to their authority, because
they keep watch over you as those who must give an account. Do this so that
their work will be a joy, not a burden, for that would be of no benefit to you.

HEBREWS 13:17 NIV




| Strategic (v 1-5)
Through Wisdom by identifying Timothy
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Through Sacrifice in Timothy’s circumcision

Through Teamwork by partnering with the
Jerusalem church and its leadership




| Strategic (v 1-5)

Wisdom - Sacrifice « Teamwork

Paul’'s
Faithfulhess
to Jesus

| Spirit-led (v 6-10)

Recognizing - Yielding « Discerning in Community




Spirit-led Faithfulness

Since we live by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit.

GALATIANS 5:25 NIV
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Spirit-led Faithfulness « Recognizing

Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and
Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the
province of Asia. * When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to.

ACTS 16:6-7 NIV




Recognizing the Spirit

The Spirit always glorifies Christ and His gospel.

John 15:26 - “When the Advocate comes, whom | will send to you from the
Father—the Spirit of truth who goes out from the Father—he will testify
about me.”

1 John 4:2-3a - This is how you can recognize the Spirit of God: Every
spirit that acknowledges that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is from
God, ® but every spirit that does not acknowledge Jesus is not from God.

Spirit-led Faithfulness « Recognizing



Spirit-led Faithfulness « Recognizing

Recognizing the Spirit

The Spirit always aligns with Scripture.

John 14:26 - “But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send
iIn my name, will teach you all things and will remind yvyou of everything |
have said to you.”

John 16:13 — “But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into
all the truth. He will not speak on his own; he will speak only what he hears,
and he will tell you what is yet to come.”
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Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and
Galatia, having been kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the
province of Asia. * When they came to the border of Mysia, they tried to enter
Bithynia, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. ® So they passed
by Mysia and went down to Troas. ° During the night Paul had a vision of a
man of Macedonia standing and begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and
help us.” © After Paul had seen the vision, we got ready at once to leave
for Macedonia, concluding that God had called us to preach the gospel
to them.

ACTS 16:6-10 NIV

Spirit-led Faithfulness ¢ Yielding



Spirit-led Faithfulness ¢ Yielding

Yielding to the Spirit

1) Seek Him through asking Him to lead.




Spirit-led Faithfulness ¢ Yielding

Yielding to the Spirit

1) Seek Him through asking Him to lead.

Matthew 26:39 - Going a little farther, he fell with his face to the ground and
prayved, “My Father, if it is possible, may this cup be taken from me. Yet not
as | will, but as you will.”




Spirit-led Faithfulness ¢ Yielding

Yielding to the Spirit

1) Seek Him through asking Him to lead.
2) Seek Him through Scripture.
3) Seek Him through prayer.




Spirit-led Faithfulness ¢ Yielding

Yielding to the Spirit

1) Seek Him through asking Him to lead.
2) Seek Him through Scripture.
3) Seek Him through prayer.

Ephesians 6:17-18a - Take... the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of
God. '® And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and
requests.
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Spirit-led Faithfulness ¢ Discerning in Community

During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and
begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” ° After Paul had seen
the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God

had called us to preach the gospel to them.

ACTS 16:9-10 NIV
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Spirit-led Faithfulness ¢ Discerning in Community

During the night Paul had a vision of a man of Macedonia standing and
begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.” '° After Paul had seen
the vision, we got ready at once to leave for Macedonia, concluding that God

had called us to preach the gospel to them.
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Yielding even against Paul’s strategy

Discerning in Community rather than alone




e Luke Barlow April 1, 2024 at 2:27 PM
Future Roles at Fellowship '
To: Sam Hannon

Hi Sam,
My name is Luke Barlow, and I wanted to reach out to let you know that I’d love to be considered for any future roles at Fellowship.

My wife, Lexie, is John Barclay’s daughter. Over the course of the last year and a half of our marriage, we have anticipated more and more that God will eventually bring us to Northwest Arkansas to be closer
to family and to settle down in a place more suitable than Dallas.

I am currently employed by Watermark Community Church in Dallas, Texas. I have been working for their Student ministry for almost 2 years. I absolutely love my job, and the Lord has used my time at
Watermark to give me abundant clarity that my long-term hope is to be working in the local church for as much of my life as God would allow.

So, as we have thought about our potential future in Northwest Arkansas, both the desire to continue in ministry and the connection to Lexie’s family have brought a specific hope to be at Fellowship someday.
I know that God is sovereign, and I know that I would have to both meet the qualifications and be the best fit for a role in order to be seriously considered. All I am asking for is to be thought of if any roles
open up. I’ve also attached my resume to give you a better idea of my experience.

I’d also love to buy you a coffee and have a chance to connect the next time we are in NWA. I’'m not sure when that will be, but whenever that is, I’d love to hear your story as well as your heart for ministry.

Thank you for reading, and I hope to connect in person soon.

Thanks,
Luke Barlow
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Michael Smith July 11, 2024 at 9:44 AM
Re: Future Roles at Fellowship
To: Luke Barlow

Hey Luke, sorry | missed you when you were in NWA. | was out of town visiting my son. Would you be availbe to connect on Facetime
the week of 7/247 If so, shoot me some times that you might have 30 min to get to know each other a little.

| look forward to hearing from you.
Michael
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Jul 31, 2024 at 2:31PM

Luke- Michael at Fellowship here... got time for a quick phone call sometime soon?




Here is a trustworthy saying:

If we died with him,

we Wwill also live with him;
If we endure,

we Wwill also reign with him.
If we disown him,

he will also disown us;
If we are faithless,

he remains faithful,

for he cannot disown himself.
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2 TIMOTHY 2:11-13 NIV
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